THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

SUNDAY,JANUARY 11,2026

Dear Friends in Christ,

‘;T(/)day we celebrate the feast of The Baptism of the Lord. With

this feast the Christmas season ends and we will begin the
Ordinary Time of year A on Monday.

Wth the baptism that Jesus received from John the Baptist,

Jesus taught us about the necessity of being baptized as the first
step of being able to join Him in His heavenly Kingdom. It 1s
so important that Jesus, before ascending to heaven, told His
disciple to go and baptize people in the name of the Holy
Trinity: Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.

%l‘ougll His baptism Jesus taught us to be humble,

acknowledge our sinfulness and show our true repentance
(which are also the purposes of the baptism by John the Baptist),
but how about the babies, why do they need to be baptized as
babies -- (most of us were baptized when we were babies). They
do not have any individual sins, only original sin which 1s the sin
of being (not the sin of doing).

fvely child who 1s born needs to be fed, no matter what, in

order to live and grow stronger and be healthy. The parents do
not wait until the baby 1s able to ask to be fed, right? And you
do not ask the baby what kind of formula he/she likes. You just
pick what 1s good or best for your baby, don’t you? It is the
same for their soul—their spiritual life; they need to be baptized
though they do not know anything about it. You know it is
necessity for their soul to grow stronger in God's grace! And
Jesus taught so: Baptism.

Receiving baptism as the Lord taught is necessary for our
salvation. However, often the question is raised about those who
died without Baptism. The Catechism of the Catholic Church
teaches us that “God has bound salvation to the sacrament of

baptism, but He himself 1s not bound by the sacraments” (CCC,
no. 1257).

‘JTIC Church also teaches that those who suffer and die for their

faith in Christ before they could be baptized are saved by
Baptism of Blood. And the candidates for Baptism who die
before they receive the Sacrament but have repented their sins
and have embraced Christ’s love are saved by what 1s called
Baptism of Desire

Wth the Baptism we received, our sins were forgiven; we

became adopted children of God through Christ; we became a
member of the Mystical Body of Christ -- the Church; and we
are bonded to other Christians.

As we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus, we recall the baptismal
promises that we made ourselves or through our parents and
godparents. One of them is to live the life of faith.

Do you truly live your faith: a faith in God and in His Church;

i God’s plan of salvation and in His Church’s teachings? How
1s the flame of your faith? Is it still burning or 1s it dimming and
dying?

you have to look at your way of life, your way of participating
in the Divine Life of God and in the life of the Church. Through
that you will see if the flame of your faith is still burning brightly
or dimly.

ﬁ‘iends, baptism is a call to holiness, it 1s the door to life and
to the Kingdom of God. This is a lifelong responsibility, and we
cannot fulfill it without God’s grace and aid which comes to us
through the Sacraments, particularly the FEucharist and
Reconciliation.

jvlay each of us come to God every day and be open to His
Divine Life which God wants to share with us through His Son
Jesus Christ. Amen.

?eace in Christ, j:; Tien

Please remember to keep Samnt Francis Parish in your will.




OCIA-Adult Education on Monday night
January 12" at 7 PM is

The Sacraments-Baptism-Confirmation. What defines a

adUIt sacrament? Why 1s Baptism referred to as the ‘necessary”
) sacrament and the Eucharist as the ‘sufficient’ sacrament?
education How do sacraments work; what happens when we receive
them? Come join your fellow parishioners in the spirit of
fellowship. Snacks provided. Deacon David and the Education team.
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Did you know that using your weekly offertory @
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g

envelope saves time and supplies when you use a check?
A photo copy of the checks not in an offertory envelope \

has to be made along with a separate deposit. Thank you m
to those using your envelopes. Be sure to write your §1sf
name on the front (even if it 1s just your last name) and

the amount of the contribution. If that information 1s not Sy

there the trustees, who give of their time for several hours every week, have
to fill that out. Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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MEETING f.z—l/lc Women’s Guild monthly meeting will be this

REMINDER Monday, January 12" at 10:00 a.m. in our Family
Life Center. All women of the Parish are mnvited!
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Msit this website for valuable information
on how to get more people, including
yourself, involved in the pro-life movement.

10stepstoendabortion.com
2 202

T Tay for healing: Shirley Allegretti, Donna Barbaro, Dolores Botti,
Chad Cook, William Crunkleton, Susan Darby, Lillianne Duong Davis,
Tony Frede, Sarah Fricks, Dariel Hellerer, Wayne Hirsch, Sarah
Holloran, Bill Holten, Guyla Ivers, Anette ML Jiglau, Sandra Kanter,
/ Georgette Lee, Terry McConnell, Michelle Mercer, Dee
= Moffitt, Delphine Moss, Monica Moya, Benjamen Nemeth,
jl~/1[ . . ..
Segr Our John Ontveros, Freeman Robinson, Josette Roisin,
/7ayer Kathleen Rogers, Patricia Ruehle, Mike Scarborough, Bill
Shaw, Roxanne Lumia Smith, Wanda Stamey, Irene Tisdale, Art
Todesco, Alan Tucker, Ruby Christina Tucker, Joe and Charlene
Youdell, Rosalie Perreault, David Ramsey, Susie Lopez Pineda, Kamri
Peck, Kathy Tallent, Denise Burkart

‘Rosary is prayed % hour before every Mass.
Adoration every Friday after our 9:00 a.m. Mass with the
Chaplet of Divine Mercy at 11:30 a.m. and benediction till noon.
Reconciliation % hour before Vigil Mass and Wednesday at 6:15 p.m.

Mass Schedule and Intentions

Saturday, January 10
4:00 P.M. % Neil Popper by Doris Kelly

Sunday, January 11
The Baptism of the Lord
9:00 A.M. Josette Roisin by Stan Michalik
11:30 A.M. THoly Souls, T Damaso Daniel Acevedo
Misercordia Group, Christina Ortiz

Monday, January 12
Saint Marguerite Bourgeoys
9:00 A.M. ®Neil Popper by Doris Kelly
Nick & Abby Murphy

Tuesday, January 13
Samt Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
NO MASS

‘Wednesday, January 14
5:30 P.M. Luisa Mantilla by Stan Michalik, Christina Ortiz

Thursday, January 15
9:00 A.M. John and Olivia Curran, Christina Ortiz

Friday, January 16
9:00 AM. Thomas & Courtney Vander Woude,
Christina Ortiz

Saturday, January 17
Saint Anthony, Abbot
4:00 P.M. % Neil Popper by Doris Kelly
Josette Roisin by Stan Michalik

Sunday, January 18
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 A.M. T Gonzalo Barriga
FJacob Ortega by Eva Zamudio

Prease pray for our parishioners and &

all men and women in the armed forces: -
Angel Avila, Stephen Fox, Lauren Richards, " gu

Christopher Richards, Jesus Rodriquez and Elizabeth Scoon

Donations made easy!

Here is our QR Code that you can scan with your phone.




