SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7,2025

Dear Friends in Christ,

We are in the Second Week of Advent Season, and the
message we hear from the Gospel of Matthew is: “Prepare
the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.”

I we seriously want to celebrate Christmas with its true
meaning and receive the true hope, joy and love that
Christmas brings, this week you and I need to look into our
heart and our life to see if there 1s anything that stops us
from rejoicing in Christmas.

In the word of the prophet Isaiah and John the Baptist, we
need to “make straight” our life; we need to “repent.”

J did hear some say, “I do not need to repent or go to
confession because I do not sin!” Some will rationalize, “I
do not commit mortal sin; my life 1s good; I am a good
person, so I do not need to make my life straight!” And
most of ime would you say: “He or she 1s a good person,
helping people all the time,” or “He or she 1s so kind and
gentle.”

For the first, I would say: No one was born immaculately,
except Jesus our Lord and His Mother - the Blessed Virgin
Mary (and actually we will celebrate her feast of The
Immaculate  Conception  this  coming  Monday.)
Remember, no matter how good a person 1s, he or she sins
(not always publicly - that 1s why we do not see their sins,
but privately - we do not see them!)

For the second, they may live constantly in mortal sins, but
do not want to accept them; their lives are good, but it 1s
good based on their own perspectives, not on God’s and
the Church’s. People might not see their public sins (yet),
but surely, they do sin privately.

Just judgment.

We need to change our life, my dear friends. If your life
1s already good, make it “BETTER.” If your life 1s just
“OK,” make 1t more than just “OK.” If your life is NOT
good, make it “GOOD.” All of these “ok, good and
better” must be based on God’s law and commandments,
and on the Church’s Magisterium.

A way to know that we truly repent is to “produce good
fruit,” and we need to repent all the time. The trees that

bear no good fruit surely will “be cut down and thrown into
the fire.”

With the gifts of Holy Spirit we received when we were
confirmed and by listening to the voice of God through the
Church’s teaching, in our heart and mind, we will make
straight the paths for the Lord’s coming. He 1s coming to
us through the sacraments, especially the Sacraments of the
Fucharist and Penance, His Eternal Word, the Church.

Surely the Lord is coming, and we will stand before His
We will present to the Lord our “good
fruits” as the evidence of our repentance every time we
embrace Him into our souls and hearts through the
Sacraments of The Fucharist and Penance.

“A voice of one crying out in the desert, Prepare the way
of the Lord, make straight his paths.”

Peace in Christ,

Fr. Tien
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'Il/w Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary is this Monday, December 8". It is a
Holy Day of Obligation. Masses will be at
9:00 a.m. i English and 7:00 p.m. in Spanish.

Please remember to keep Saint Francis Parish in your will.




There will be NO OCIA
ad u |t this Monday, December 8".
education Classes will resume on
December 15" at 7:00 p.m.
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Q’fle Food Pantry needs donations of hams
and turkeys for their Christmas distribution on

December 17". Monetary donations help also.
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IJTIG Women’s Guild will sell Homemade Christmas
Cookie Plates after all masses next weekend, December
13" and 14". Money raised will be used for the needs of the
Parish and Community. Anyone who would like to donate

cookies to the project can bring them to the Family Life
Center at 10:00 a.m. this Friday, December 12",
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fnvelopes are available at the Church entrances for

F@®OD
pantry

offerings to go to our Christmas altar flowers and

decorations. You may make an offering in honor of or in

memory of loved ones and friends. You can bring your

offering to the Parish Office or put it in the weekend collection basket.
< -

T Tay for healing: Shirley Allegretti, Donna Barbaro, Dolores Botti,

Chad Cook, William Crunkleton, Susan Darby, Lillianne Duong Davis,
Tony Frede, Sarah Fricks, Dariel Hellerer, Wayne Hirsch, Sarah
Holloran, Bill Holten, Guyla Ivers, Anette ML Jiglau, Sandra Kanter,
"'/ Georgette Lee, Terry McConnell, Michelle Mercer, Dee
Lord Moftitt, Delphine Moss, Monica Moya, Benjamen Nemeth,
y,;,.',{, ¢ John Ontiveros, Freeman Robinson, Josette Roisin,
/Fayer  Kathleen Rogers, Patricia Ruehle, Mike Scarborough, Bill
Shaw, Roxanne Lumia Smith, Wanda Stamey, Irene Tisdale, Art
Todesco, Alan Tucker, Ruby Christina Tucker, Joe and Charlene
Youdell, Rosalie Perreault, David Ramsey, Susie Lopez Pineda, Kamri
Peck, Kathy Tallent

Rosary is prayed % hour before every Mass.
Adoration every Friday after our 9:00 a.m. Mass with the
(Chaplet of Divine Mercy at 11:30 a.m. and benediction till noon.
Reconciliation % hour before Vigil Mass and Wednesday at 6:15 p.m.

Please pray for our parishioners and

all men and women in the armed forces:
Angel Avila, Stephen Fox, Lauren Richards,
Christopher Richards, Jesus Rodriquez
and Elizabeth Scoon

Donations made easy! Here is our
QR Code that you can scan with
your phone.

Mass Schedule and Intentions

Saturday, December 6
Saint Nicholas, Bishop
4:00 P.M. d*Neal Popper by Dana Orr & family
' Ronald Rice by Irene
FJanie Geiger

Sunday, December 7
Second Sunday of Advent
9:00 A.M. ¥ Gonzalo Barriga, % Holy Souls
11:30 A.M. T*Ismael Trujillo Nunez,
T Evangelina Rodriquez Marez
Misercordia Group intentions

Monday, December 8

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

9:00 A.M. T Bernadine Deimel by Glenn Deimel
7:00 P.M. T*David Ruiz Colmenares, ¥Holy Souls
Froilan

Tuesday, December 9
Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
NO MASS

‘Wednesday, December 10
Our Lady of Loreto
5:30 P.M. FModesta Ordaz, T David Ruiz
T Holy Souls in Purgatory

Thursday, December 11

Saint Damasus I, Pope
9:00 A.M. ¥ Damaso Daniel Acevedo, *Jonatan-Cruz,
T Miguel Angel-Diaz

Friday, December 12
Our Lady of Guadalupe

9:00 A.M. i Gullermo Ramos, T Migel Angel Ramos
Felipa Ramos Diaz

Saturday, December 13
Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr
4:00 P.M. iFCharles Hoefeyzers by Rosalie Perreault
% Ed Tisdale Jr. and Sr. and ¥ Roberta

by Irene

Sunday, December 14
Third Sunday of Advent
9:00 A.M. T Carolyn Castellanos by Bill & Cindy Nemeth
In thanksgiving by Carol Todesco
11:30 A.M. TIsmael Trujillo Nunez,
% Evangelina Rodriquez Marez, % Holy Souls




